Mother's Day Proclamation of 1§70

et

Wother's Peace Day
rise, all women who have hearts!
Whether your baptiom be of water or of teans!

Say founly:

"We witl wot have questions answened by imelesant agencics,
Own liusbands will not come to ws, necking with cannage,
For cancoses and applanse.

Ownr sous shall, wot be taken from ue to wnlearn

AU that we have been able 2o Zeack them of chanity, meney and pationce.
We. the women of one country,

Well be too tender of those of another country

Te allow oun sous 2o be trained to injune theins. "

From the bosum of o devastated Earth a woice goet up with
Owr oue. Tt says: "Disarm! Disam!

The sword of munden éo wot the balance of justice."

Bllood doce uot wipe own didhouon,

A4 men have often {orsaken the flough and the anuil at the summons of war,
Lot women wow leave all that may be loft of home
For a great and eanest day of counsel,
Lot them meet indt, a8 women, ts bewadd and commemorate the dead.,
Lt them solemuly take counsel with each other as ts the means
Each bearing after his aun time the sacned impress, wot of, (acsar,
But of God -l the wame of womankood and humanity, ] eannestly ask
That a genenal congress of women without limet of wationality,
May be appointed and held at someplace deemed moot conveniont
Aud the eanlicst peniod consistent with its objects,
To romate the alliance of the different nationalities,
The amiealle settloment of intermational questions.
The great and genenal, intenests of peace.

- Qulia Ward Howe

T

Julia Ward Howe was born in New York City on May 27, 1819.

She was a published poet and author of the words to the Battle Hymn of the Republic.

She was an abolitionist, active in the peace movement and the women's suffrage movement.
In 1870 she penned the Mother's Day Proclamation. In 1872 the Mothers' Peace Day
Observance on the second Sunday in June was held and continued for several years.

Her idea was widely accepted, but she was never able to get the day recognized

as an official holiday. The Mothers' Peace Day was the beginning of the Mothers' Day
holiday in the United States now celebrated in May.
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